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Omer Meir Wellber

The Four Times Chaim Birkner 
Fainted
 
Poetic, political, wild… a truly picaresque novel

About the Book ▪ Chaim Birkner is 108 
years old, the oldest man in Israel. But he’s not 
celebrating, he decides to move back to Hungary, 
the country he fled, into his parents‘ apartment 
in Budapest he could never sell.  That’s where 
his father and he “rescued” two Torah roles from 
the synagogue, that’s where he grew up with the 
neighbour girl Leon, the yellow tree, the sordid 
dealings of his father …
Ever since he came to Israel in 1944 he has been 
lying his way through life, avoiding everything and 
everyone. Of all people it is, now, his neglected 
daughter Sharon who forces him to face life at least 
once… This is the novel of a tired and desperate 
man, confronting us with a history of Israel nobody 
ever dares to tell.

 ı The first novel of the internationally 
acclaimed conductor

Specifications
 ı Berlin Verlag Hardcover
 ı October 2019
 ı 176 pages
 ı Rights sold to Italy (Sellerio)

About the Author ▪ As a conductor, Omer Meir Wellber, who was born in 
Israel in 1981, is already a star. The Chief Conductor of the BBC Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Palermo’s Teatro Massimo, Raanana Symphonette Orchestra and Prin-
cipal Guest Conductor at Semperoper, Dresden, also works in houses like Met in 
New York and Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg and at festivals like Glyndebourne. 
Omer Meir Wellber co-authored a book on Mozart; The Four Times Chaim Birkner 
Fainted is his literary debut.©

 F
el

ix
 B

ro
ed

e

F ICT ION ▪ NOVEL


